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Synopsis

The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo Van Gogh defined both brothers’
lives. As a confidant, champion, sympathizer, and friend, Theo financially and emotionally supported
his older brother as the artistic but troubled Vincent struggled to find his path in life as both a painter
and a man. Throughout that struggle, the brothers shared everything - swapping stories of lovers
and friends, successes and disappointments, dreams and ambitions. Drawing on the 658 letters
Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime, Deborah Heiligman weaves a meticulously researched

tale of those two intertwined lives and the extraordinary love that fueled them.
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Customer Reviews

This book gives one an insight into the life of a very troubled person and the relationship with his
brother. They both were extremely complicated and this made it all the more interesting.Thank you

for giving us the opportunity to know about their lives.

Vincent and Theo is a wonderful book. Author Deborah Heiligman is a superb researcher and she
succeeded in making the Van Gogh brothers come to life. | was sorry to see the marvelous book

come to an end. | plan to re-read it, and enjoy it once more.

An excellent story about family, artistic genius and mental illness. A must read for older teens and

adults!



Loved, loved this book. It was a page turner. | didn’t realize van Gogh had such a sad life. Thanks to
Besty Bird’s recommendation of this book on Fuse 8 on the slj.com’s blog. | hope it wins the Sibert
Award.

Beautifully told story about brotherly love and loyalty.

What a perfect portrait of Vincent and his brother! | thought the simplicity of the text struck just the
right tone- direct, honest, and original, much like Vincent’'s own paintings. | had read so much about
this artist in the past, including his letters to Theo, that | didn’'t expect to learn much more. What a
surprise to find | came away from this book with a deeper understanding of Vincent and his art and
the love the Van Gogh brothers had for each other. My daughter-in-law is a high school art teacher
and | ordered her a copy for her classroom. | would give her mine, but I've already loaned it out. It's
that kind of book, one that you want to share with everyone you know. (I rarely give five stars, but
when | thought of all the books on Vincent that I've come across, | do believe that this one would be

his favorite.

A wonderfully intimate and thoughtful account of the relationship between two devoted brothers,
their shared respect and love for one another, as well as their passion for the arts. The author
‘paints’ a sensitive picture of their lives for us through the brothers’ correspondence and artwork. A
thoroughly enjoyable, yet bittersweet tale. Vincent’s drive, talent and devotion are motivating while

Theo’s support and respect are humbling. The author expresses this truthfully and from the heart.

Really loved this book. Based on correspondence, it illustrates the intense relationship between the
brothers, and both of their health issues that loom large in their lives. Fascinating stuff. To have
created so much in so little time ... *sigh* | liked that it was written very accessibly - not a dry bio,
and while a long book, each chapter was only about 3 pages, so it was easy to navigate through. |
probably wouldn’t read an "adult" book on this topic - likely too long, too much detail for my liking -

but this young adult bio suited me fine. :)
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